
Federal Subsistence Regional Advisory Council 
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

The Regional Advisory Councils provide advice and 
recommendations to the Federal Subsistence Board 
about subsistence hunting, trapping, and fishing issues 
on Federal public lands. Membership on the Councils is 
one way for the public to become involved in the Federal 
regulatory process.

Each Council has either 10 or 13 members, and a 
membership includes subsistence use representatives and 
commercial/sport use representatives.

Council Membership

Regional Advisory Council members are appointed by the 
Secretaries of the Interior and of Agriculture, usually to   
three-year terms. The Councils meet at least twice a year,  
in Sep/Oct and Feb/Mar. While Council members are 
not paid for their volunteer service, their transportation 
and lodging are pre-paid and per diem is provided for  
food and other expenses under Federal travel guidelines.

Membership Criteria
Who Qualifies?

	 RESIDENT	of	the	region	member	represents
	 RESOURCE	KNOWLEDGE	–	Knowledge	of	the	

region’s	fish	and	wildlife	resources
	 SUBSISTENCE	USES	–	Knowledge	of	the	

region’s	subsistence	uses,	customs,	and	tradi-
tions

	 OTHER	USES	–	Knowledge	of	the	region’s	sport,	
commercial,	and	other	uses

	 LEADERSHIP	SKILLS	–	Leadership	and	experi-
ence	with	local	regional	organizations

	 COMMUNICATION	SKILLS	–	Ability	to	communi-
cate	effectively

	 AVAILABILITY	–	Willingness	to	travel	to	attend	
two	or	more	Council	meetings	each	year		(usually	
in	October	and	February)	and	occasionally	attend	
Federal	Subsistence	Board	meetings.

Council Responsibilities:

 Review and make recommendations to the Federal 
Subsistence Board on proposals for regulations, poli-
cies, management plans, and other subsistence-related 
issues on Federal public lands within the region;

 Develop proposals for the subsistence harvest of fish 
and wildlife; review proposals others submit;

 Encourage and promote local participation in the 
decision-making process affecting subsistence harvests 
on Federal public lands;

 Make recommendations on customary and tradi-
tional use determinations of subsistence resources; 
and,

 Appoint members to National Park Subsistence 
Resource Commissions

“The Regional Advisory Councils 
are the crucial link between 
subsistence users and the Federal 
Subsistence Board, as their 
recommendations carry a great deal 
of weight in decisions regarding 
subsistence.”

-Mitch Demientieff, Chair,
Federal Subsistence Board    

                   For further information, contact:
Ann Wilkinson 

                                        U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Office of Subsistence Management 
                                                 3601 C Street, Suite 1030, Anchorage, Alaska  99503

                                                    907-786-3676; 800-478-1456; Ann_Wilkinson@fws.gov                                           




